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Policy Statement 
At St Johns Medical Centre we aim to give high quality advice regarding travel across the world and provide NHS vaccinations required depending on risk assessment of the country. This policy looks at the way travel advice is assessed and the way a qualified nurse should provide travel advice and vaccinations. 
Relevant Policy Documentation:
· https://www.janechiodini.co.uk/
· https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/
· https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book





Risk Assessment – Patient Responsibilities. 
· Patients who require travel health advice should be asked to complete the “Travel Risk Assessment Form” when calling to book appointment. This form needs to be handed into the surgery AT LEAST 10 weeks before their travel. 
· The patient needs to be informed that a nurse will risk assess their form and contact them to book appointment if required. 
· Patients seeking travel-health advice with less than 10 weeks before their departure will be advised to contact the local travel clinic.
· Travel risk assessment forms should be completed one per patient – e.g. a family of 6 will require one form for every family member traveling. This includes any infants/children. 

Risk Assessment – Nurse Responsibilities. 
· Only those trained in travel health and risk assessment should be risk assessing travel forms. 
· Only those trained in travel health vaccinations should advice and give travel vaccinations 
· Patients “travel risk assessment forms” should be stored in the Travel folder in alphabetical order for easy access.
· Risk assessments should be carried out on each form within 1 week of being handed in at the surgery. 
· The risk assessments will be dated on receipt, a quick note entry into the patients’ record will be noted. The travel form will be placed into the Nurses tray which will be checked every.
· It is the nurse who is assessing the forms responsibility to contact the patient to book an appointment if required.
· The most recent travel health advice should be used to reference any risk assessments carried out for travel health advice. This guidance can be found on https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/ or https://www.janechiodini.co.uk/
· The Green Book Immunisations Against Infectious Diseases should be used for the most up to date guidance regarding travel vaccines. This can guidance can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
· Trained nurses in travel health should make sure the most up to date and accurate PGDs are signed before giving any travel vaccinations. 
· All travel advice and vaccinations should be clearly documented in the patients record and “ARDENS Travel Imms and Consultation” template used. 
· If a patient requires a course of vaccinations, appropriate future appointments should be made, or recalls created so the  course is completed in a timely manner. 
· All travel assessment forms and Risk assessment forms should be scanned onto the patients record on completion. 

Vaccinations given at St Johns Medical Centre  
Only vaccinations free on the NHS are given at St Johns Medical Centre. This includes
· Diphtheria/tetanus/polio (DTap) vaccine
· Typhoid
· Hepatitis A  
· MMR
· Men ACWY 

Vaccinations to be sourced from Travel Clinic 
· Yellow Fever
· Japanese encephalitis
· Rabies 
· BCG/Mantoux  
· Dengue Fever
· Chikungunya

Malaria
· Only those nurses trained in Malaria advice should be giving such advice. 
· During the risk assessment, trained nurses should see if patient requires malaria chemoprophylaxis. If deemed to require malaria Tablets nurses should advise the patient to attend the closest malaria service. 

Travel Advice 
Nurses at St Johns Medical Centre should offer travel advice. This should include:
· Safe eating and drinking
· Safe swimming
· Personal hygiene – washing of hands
· Travellers diarrhoea
· Sexual health advice 
· Insect bites
· Animal bites 
· Accidents and insurance cover
· Safe sun and heat advice. 

Nurses can also offer patient a “Travel Health Advice Leaflet” which can be found on the shared drive for St Johns Medical Centre, in the nurse’s folder. 
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